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OF EASTER6th Sunday
W h e n  J e s u s  s a w  h i s  m o t h e r  a n d  t h e  d i s c i p l e  t h e r e  w h o m  h e  l o v e d ,  h e  s a i d  t o  h i s 
m o t h e r ,  “ Wo m a n ,  b e h o l d ,  y o u r  s o n . ”  T h e n  h e  s a i d  t o  t h e  d i s c i p l e ,  “ B e h o l d ,  y o u r 
m o t h e r . ”  A n d  f r o m  t h a t  h o u r  t h e  d i s c i p l e  t o o k  h e r  i n t o  h i s  h o m e .  —  J n  1 9 : 2 6 - 2 7

MASS SCHEDULE

SATURDAY VIGIL 
5:00 PM

SUNDAY, THE LORD’S DAY 
8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM

WEEKDAYS 
8:00 AM

HOLY DAYS 
8:00 AM, 12:00 PM, 7:00 PM

CONFESSIONS 
- Saturdays 2:00 - 3:00 PM 
- After 8:00 AM Mass—Weekdays 
- Any time by appointment

• RECTORY  201.664.3131 
 Jennifer Cannon, Business Administrator
 Naomi Kavanah, Parish Secretary 
 Glen Ford, Plant Superintendent

• PARISH CENTER  201.666.2707 
 Cathy Wollyung, Faith Formation
 Nicole Mahncke, Confirmation Coordinator
 Dee Ford, Youth Ministry
 Kathy Breitenbach, Registrar / CCD 
 Roberto Sabastiani, Director of Music

• ST. JOHN’S ACADEMY  201.664.6364 
 Suzanne Socha, Principal 
 Penny Jackson, Tuition Manager / Registrar 
 Heather Hurley, School Secretary

PASTOR 
Rev. Msgr. Peter Smutelovic

WEEKEND ASSISTANT 
Rev. Bogumil Misiuk

DEACONS 
Deacon Jack Gray 
Deacon Albert Ganter 

MAY 9, 2021



Dear Brothers and Sisters of Saint John the Baptist Parish Family,
Dear Friends of our Parish,

Our celebrations of Mother’s Day this year are particularly adorned by the 
Scripture readings of the Sixth Sunday of Easter which invite us to experience 
the love of God as the true sign of His presence: “Let us love one another, 
because love is of God; everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows 
God. Whoever is without love does not know God, for God is love” (cf. Second 
Reading - 1 Jn 4:7-8).  “This is my commandment: love one another as I love you” 
(cf. Gospel - Jn 15:12 ).  In every single moment of our lives we can trace so 
much of “who we are” - humanly and spiritually - to the love and self-giving 
of our mothers, grandmothers, great-grandmothers, godmothers and other 
special “mother-like” women in our lives. At the same time, on our personal 
journeys of faith we pray for the loving intercession and guidance of our 
heavenly Mother, Blessed Virgin Mary.
When in last week’s bulletin I mentioned Saint Monica, a patient, loving 
and prayerful mother of Saint Augustine, whose image is etched on the 
entrance glass doors of our church, that mention was also “a prelude” to the 
celebrations of this special weekend. Today we have placed that special image 
on the front cover of our bulletin, not only because in our Catholic tradition 
Saint Monica is one of the most recognized patronesses of all mothers, but also 
because she in so many ways throughout her life personified that special God’s 
commandment of love lived often in the most difficult and seemingly hopeless 
situations. As a young widow left alone with three children and experiencing 
countless difficulties trying to raise them in faith, she humbly realized that 
only by being a true witness of God’s love and unceasingly praying for her chil-
dren will lead to their human and spiritual conversion and prosperity. Her son 
Augustine, the source of so many problems, sorrows, and difficulties, later in his 
life acknowledged that his mother Monica actually “gave birth to him twice”; 
his second birth required countless prayers, sacrifices and even tears, which 
led to Augustine’s embrace of faith in Christ, his Baptism, and to his dedication 
without reserve to the service of Christ.
One of the most memorable quotes of this wonderful patroness of all our dear 
mothers was her gentle motherly request addressed to Augustine: “Bury my 
body wherever you will; let not care of it cause you any concern. One thing only 
I ask you, that you remember me at the altar of the Lord wherever you may be.”
As we gather for Sunday Masses in our church and as we unite ourselves in 
prayer with all our loved ones and all parishioners who can’t yet be with us, once 
again “around the altar of the Lord” of our own spiritual home, let us remember 
and pray for all mothers, grandmothers, great-grandmothers, godmothers and 
all those “mother-like” women who were “gifted to us” by the Almighty, so that 
they can teach us how to love and assist us on our personal journeys to the 
fullness of God’s love in heaven. 

THE BREAD & WINE IS BEING 
DONATED IN MEMORY OF 

JOHN MERRIMAN
AT THE REQUEST OF 

DAVID & MARY WILLIAMS

 SATURDAY, MAY 8 
 5:00 PM Bill Swords (10th Anniv.)

 SUNDAY, MAY 9 
 8:00 AM Mother’s Day 
   Remembrances 
 10:00 AM Mother’s Day 
   Remembrances 
 12:00 PM Mother’s Day 
   Remembrances

 MONDAY, MAY 10 
 8:00 AM Lawrence Campbell

 TUESDAY, MAY 11 
 8:00 AM James McEntee

 WEDNESDAY, MAY 12 
 8:00 AM Ksenija Beverin

 THURSDAY, MAY 13 
 8:00 AM Mary Cannon (3rd Anniv.) 
 12:00 PM Ellen Caulfield (52nd Anniv.)

 FRIDAY, MAY 14 
 8:00 AM Patricia Ann Witkowski

 SATURDAY, MAY 15 
 8:00 AM Larry Campbell 
 5:00 PM Gabino Roche

 SUNDAY, MAY 16 
 8:00 AM Patrick Fitzpatrick 
 10:00 AM Protection of Babies in 
   the womb & their families 
 12:00 PM Dorothy M. Borchers

S i x t h  S u n d a y  o f  E a s t e r   •   M a y  9 ,  2 0 2 1

Mass Intentions

-Fr. Peter
KEEPING THOSE WHO ARE SICK IN OUR PRAYERS: 
Kenneth Jackson, Kathleen Rooney, Fr. Tom Norton, Rich Correri, 
John Angermeyer, Rose Zara, Lisa Figuieredo, Jozef  Smutelovic, 
Bob Wollyung, Angelina McCarthy, Thomas Ivancich

REMEMBERING THOSE WHO HAVE PASSED: 
Mauro Scarangella, Laura Carn, Barbara Roth, Jean Mullen, 
David Wollyung



S t .  J o h n  t h e  B a p t i s t  R . C .  C h u r c h  We l c o m e s  Yo u !

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO OUR CHILDREN WHO RECEIVED THEIR 

FIRST COMMUNION ON MAY 2!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
REGISTRATION

The Rosary Society will be gathering once again

All-loving God, on this Mother’s Day, 
we give you thanks and praise 

for all our dearest mothers, for mothers who 
are with us and those who have already 

returned to your loving and eternal embrace.
We pray for mothers who give and sustain life, 

and tend to every need of children 
in our families, our parish and in the world of today. May 

they be blessed with love, patience 
and tenderness to care for their families 

and themselves with great joy.
We pray for our own mothers 

who have nurtured and cared for us. 
May they continue to guide us 

in strong and gentle ways.
We also remember mothers who are 

separated from their children because of 
poverty, economic hardships, war or conflicts. 

May they feel the loving embrace 
of our God who wipes every tear away.

We give you thanks and praise for the mission 
of grandmothers, great-grandmothers, and 

godmothers in our lives and in the world of today. 
We all need so very much their witness of 

love, faith, generosity, and concern for others.
We pray for women who are not mothers 

but still love and shape us 
with motherly care, goodness and compassion.

We pray for our mothers, grandmothers, 
great-grandmothers and godmothers 

who have preceded us into eternity and are 
sharing in your promise of eternal joy 

and happiness for them, their children and 
their families. May they rest in your 

loving embrace and in the presence of our  
Mother, Blessed Virgin Mary, and all the Saints, 

until we see them and embrace them again.
May all Saints-Mothers continue to intercede 
for us on our journeys of life, always closer 

to you. May Saint Elizabeth, mother of our patron - 
Saint John the Baptist, continue to inspire us 
by her faith, love, perseverance in the times 
of trials and difficulties. May she assist us 

in constantly rediscovering your mighty presence 
and guidance in our lives.

We ask this through Christ, our Risen Lord and Redeemer. 
AMEN.

Avery Cowlishaw
Brady Flynn

Gavin LaBumbard
Nolan LaFontaine

Stella Pearson
Anthony Roman
Owen Sullivan

St. John’s CCD office is pleased to announce that 
registration for the 2021-2022 year will begin in the 
upcoming week. The goal of our CCD program is to 
assist parents in the religious education of their children. 
Parents are the primary teachers and we are happy to 
partner with them in deepening their children’s faith and 
love of God.   
Our CCD Program is open to all Catholic children in 
grades 1 - 8 who are not attending a Catholic elementary 
school. Children in 2nd Grade receive the Sacraments 
of First Reconciliation and First Communion, and 
young people in 10th Grade receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. Children need a solid faith foundation 
before receiving their sacraments, therefore preparation 
of more than one year is necessary. The Confirmation 
Program includes preparation in both 9th and 10th 
grades.
Families who currently have a child registered in 
St. John’s CCD program will receive registration forms 
and information via email. 
New families to St. John’s Parish please contact Kathy 
Breitenbach, Registrar, CCD Program Coordinator at 
kbreitenbach@stjohnhillsdale.com
Any questions in reference to St. John’s Confirmation 
Program, please contact Nikki Manx, Confirmation 
Coordinator at nmanx@stjohnhillsdale.com.

ROSARY SOCIETY NEWS

MAY 11 AT 1:00PM

in the Parish Center. 
Hope everyone can attend!

H A P P Y



OUR PARISH
STEWARDSHIP

“The loveliest masterpiece of the heart of God is the heart of a mother.”
~Saint Therese of Lisieux (1873 - 1897 A.D.)

SUNDAY,  MAY 2 
Enve lope & In  Pew Giv ing:          $7 ,251
Onl ine  Giv ing v ia  Fa i th  D i rect :   5 , 0 7 4 

 
$  4 ,875
$  6 ,214

BUDGET 
$10,627
 $2,656

TOTAL $12,325           $  11 ,089           $13 ,283

2020:  COVID-19

ST. JOHN’S PARISH — A COMMUNITY WITH A BIG & CARING HEART — 
REACHES OUT TO THOSE IN NEED THROUGH THE 

2 0 2 1  A RC H B I S H O P ’ S  A N N UA L  A P P E A L
We have received $56,985 in pledges and donations toward our parish goal of $66,062. We thank the 
152 parishioners who have already pledged. Please be a part of our parish outreach. 
Our 2021 donations can be restricted and directed to a number of charitable activities, such as:

Pledge envelopes are at the doors of the church. Please fill one out today and return to the Rectory 
Office or in the collection basket. You may also make your pledge online at www.rcan.org/sharing. 
Please indicate on your pledge that your are a member of St. John the Baptist Parish in Hillsdale 
and that your donation should be credited to our Parish. May God bless you always!

Our constant reminder during the season of 
Easter is the fact that our church is a place 
to heal. We are called to “be merciful like the 
Father.” So many are suffering from the effects 
of abortion. Where can they heal? Where can 

they feel safe and loved?
The Archdiocese of Newark Respect Life Office will be 
hosting an upcoming Rachel’s Vineyard retreat to heal the 
wounds from abortion on May 21-23, 2021 (was originally 
scheduled for May 14-16). Call for more details 973-497-4350 
(Spanish option 2) or email Cheryl.riley@rcan.org.

In continuing the celebration of our 65th 
Anniversary, St John’s Academy is pleased 
to announce our 21st Annual Red & White 
Gala. Although this year, due to all necessary 
COVID-19 safety measures, this Gala is 
limited to our Tricky Tray fundraiser, all our 
efforts are directed towards making our 
Saint John’s Academy stronger and more 
prosperous for the years to come. Throughout 
our proud history, our mission has been and 
continues to be the human and spiritual 
formation of our children. All proceeds directly 
benefit important programs to keep that 
mission of our wonderful Saint John’s 
Academy alive.
For more information or to support our 
efforts on behalf of our children please see: 
sjagala.com

RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREAT 21ST ANNUAL RED & WHITE 
GALA/TRICKY TRAY

ST. JOHN’S PARISH CENTER 
MAY 19, 2021  •  6PM - 10PM

Your financial support enables our parish home to continue the mission of the Church 
in these difficult times. Thank you and God bless you!

Catholic Charities  •  Family Life Office  •  People with Disabilities Ministries
Catholic Schools  •  Seminarian Education  •  Priest Health Care  •  Continuing Formation of Priests

Respect Life Ministries  •  Campus Ministry at Colleges  •  Youth & Young Adult Ministries

“A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes 
others will be refreshed.”  —Proverbs 11:25

Faith Direct provides to our parishioners the ability to give 
through regular electronic donations, either using simple direct 
debit bank process or credit card. At the same time it assists 
Saint John the Baptist Parish in our parish community’s mission 
by providing more fiscal stability during these trying times. 
Please, join our parishioners and parish families who already  
ontribute regularly through this efficient process. Visit 
www.faithdirect.net and enroll using our Saint John the 
Baptist Parish code NJ48. Thank you for the goodness of your 
hearts and your generosity!


