
MASS SCHEDULE
SATURDAY VIGIL 
5:00 PM

SUNDAY, THE LORD’S DAY 
8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM

WEEKDAYS 
8:00 AM

HOLY DAYS 
8:00 AM, 12:00 PM, 7:00 PM

CONFESSIONS 
- Saturdays 2:00 - 3:00 PM 
- After 8:00 AM Mass—Weekdays 
- Any time by appointment

• RECTORY  201.664.3131 
 Jennifer Cannon, Business Administrator
 Glen Ford, Plant Superintendent

• PARISH CENTER  201.666.2707 
 Cathy Wollyung, Faith Formation
 Dee Ford, Youth Ministry
 Kathy Breitenbach, Registrar / CCD 
 Roberto Sabastiani, Director of Music

• ST. JOHN’S ACADEMY  201.664.6364 
 Suzanne Socha, Principal 
 Penny Jackson, Tuition Manager / Registrar 
 Heather Hurley, School Secretary

PASTOR 
Rev. Msgr. Peter Smutelovic

WEEKEND ASSISTANT 
Rev. Bogumil Misiuk

DEACONS 
Deacon Jack Gray 
Deacon Albert Ganter 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 
 — Luke 3:4,6

SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
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OF ADVENT2nd Sunday



Second Sunday  o f  Advent   •   December  5 ,  2021

 SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4 
 5:00 PM Maureen Keough

 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5 
 8:00 AM John McCarthy, Jr. 
 10:00 AM Danielle Marie Kearney 
 12:00 PM Patricia Tready

 MONDAY, DECEMBER 6 
 8:00 AM Gloria Suarez

 TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7 
 8:00 AM Judy Hanzl

 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8 
 8:00 AM Patricia Henry 
 12:00 PM Ellen Doyle 
 7:00 PM Patricia Henry

 THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9 
 8:00 AM Jozef Smutelovic

 FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10 
 8:00 AM Larry Campbell

 SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11 
 8:00 AM Ryan Onderdonk 
 5:00 PM Katheleen Rooney

 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 
 8:00 AM Patricia Henry 
 10:00 AM Patricia Whalen 
 12:00 PM Maureen Keough

MassIntentions

 SENDING HEALING PRAYERS TO:
John Angermeyer, Dimas Acevedo, Patricia Bacigalupo, Eugene Fagnano, 
Bernard McGlone, Phoenix Dickerson, Kathy Mollaghan, Kenneth Kerwin, 
Kristina DiGregorio, Daisy Ramirez, Dorotea Barbulescu, 
Deborah Dalle Malle

REMEMBERING THOSE WHO HAVE PASSED:
Harriet Colucci, Bridget Bernadette Gray, Luke Greco

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Saint John the Baptist Parish Family,
Dear Friends of our Parish,
As the intensity of our Christmas expectations builds with each 
passing day of these early days of December, we have come to the 
right place to “await” and celebrate - to our Saint John the Baptist 
Spiritual Home. There are three “spiritual faith-filled giants” of the 
last months and years of the era which the entire world calls “B.C. 
- before Christ”: our Heavenly Mother and Mother of Jesus - the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Saint Joseph and our great patron, Saint John 
the Baptist. It was John who humbly but resolutely declared that he 
came into the world in order to prepare the way for the Messiah and 
His might and splendor will be so great that he is not even worthy 
to “stoop down and untie His sandals” (Mark 1:7). 
While our Mother, immaculately conceived into this world without 
any stain of sin, is the “par excellence” example of the Christian 
longing and awaiting the birth of the Messiah, Saint Joseph 
provided, what we would call in our modern language “the logistics” 
for all that needed to be taken care of prior to the birth of Christ 
so that both Mary and her expected baby would be always guarded 
and protected. When Pope Francis declared the period in the life of 
the Church between the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
in 2020 (December 8, 2020) and the same Solemnity this year 
(December 8, 2021) as the Year of Saint Joseph, he particularly 
highlighted this significant mission of Saint Joseph - the protector 
of Christ, Mary, the Church, and also of each and every one of us. 
And he always, as the Pope continues to remind us, fulfills this 
noble mission discreetly, humbly and silently, but with an unfailing 
presence and utter fidelity, in good times and bad, even when 
he finds it hard to understand. He is there at every moment with 
loving care. In the Gospels he is portrayed as a strong and 
courageous man, a working man, but in his awaiting for the Lord 
and protecting Him, Saint Joseph is always loving and tender. And 
in his boundless love and tenderness he demonstrates his greatness. 
As Pope Francis often underscores, this tenderness of Saint 
Joseph, and tenderness as a Christian virtue of our own times, “is 
not the virtue of the weak, but rather a sign of strength of spirit and a 
capacity for concern, for compassion, for genuine openness to 
others, for love.”
As we conclude this extraordinary spiritual year, let us entrust 
ourselves, our loved ones, our parish, and also this so tried and 
often confused world of our own times, to this tender but steadfast 
loving care and protection of Saint Joseph. And, when we exit our 
church let’s stop for a moment by the Saint Joseph’s chapel and 
prayerfully “leave there with him,” our joys, but also our troubles, 
worries and sorrows. Saint Joseph, pray for us! 
          ~Fr. Peter

THE BREAD & WINE IS DONATED 
IN MEMORY OF

PATRICIA TREADY
AT THE REQUEST OF 
KERRY & AL GANTER

THE VOTIVE CANDLE BURNS 
IN MEMORY OF

RYAN ONDERDONK
AT THE REQUEST OF 

JOANNA ONDERDONK



S t .  J o hn  t h e  Bap t i s t  R .C .  Chu rch  We l c ome s  You !

   With the Apostolic Letter “Patris corde” (“With a 
Father’s Heart”), Pope Francis recalled in late 2020 the 
150th anniversary of the declaration of Saint Joseph as 
Patron of the Universal Church by Blessed Pope Pius 
IX. To mark the occasion, the Holy Father proclaimed 
a “Year of Saint Joseph” in the Catholic Church, from 
December 8, 2020 to December 8, 2021. On both of 
these days the Church celebrates the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

   Throughout these past months we have shared with all 
of you various parts of this important document which 
not only highlights the importance of Saint Joseph’s role 
in the history of our salvation, but also presents him as 
a man whose example and witness of faith are so very 
relevant for all of us living during these “modern” and 
often so secularized times.

   We are most grateful to all of you who have faithfully 
read these reflections of Pope Francis, and also some 
of Pope John Paul II and Pope Benedict, and reflected 
with us about this great saint and our spiritual father. 
In conclusion of this special year, let us pray together 
the prayer to Saint Joseph with which Pope Francis has 
concluded this important document of the Church.

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
To you God entrusted his only Son; 

in you Mary placed her trust; 
with you Christ became man.

Blessed Joseph, to us too, 
show yourself a father  

and guide us in the path of life. 
Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage,  

and defend us from every evil. Amen.

SAINT JOSEPH, OUR SPIRITUAL FATHER, PRAY FOR US
YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH 

DECEMBER 8, 2020 - DECEMBER 8, 2021 

   Our Lady of Guápulo is a local variant of the 
Virgin of Guadalupe in Extremadura, Spain. The 
image venerated as Our Lady of Guápulo originat-
ed as a sculpture, commissioned in Quito, Ecuador, 
in 1584 and transferred to a chapel in the nearby 
village of Guápulo in 1587.
   This Christmas stamp designated by Greg Breeding 
features a detail of “Our Lady of Guápulo,” an 
18th-century oil painting by an unknown artist in 
Cuzco, Peru, from the collection of the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York. Between the 16th 
and 18th centuries, European painters worked with 
indigenous artists in and around Cuzco. The 
Europeans trained local artists in styles and forms 
that dominated their home countries at the end of 
the Renaissance period and during the Baroque era.
   Enrobed in a pyramidal gown speckled with jewels 
and holding a scepter woven with roses and leaves, 
a crowned Virgin Mary looks down at a similarly 
adorned Christ child in her left arm. A red rosary 
ropes across the center of her dress and down to her 
right.
   Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of our Savior and our 
own Heavenly Mother, pray for us!

Even a Simple “Forever” Postal 
Stamp can be a tender tool of 
evangelization  & our personal 
witness of faith during these 
most holy days of Advent and 
Christmas.

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

Wednesday, December 8, is a 
Holy Day of Obligation.

Our Mass Schedule is 
8:00am, 12:00pm and 7:00pm.

Please also note that the Parish Offices 
will be closed on that day. Thank you.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Thursdays 3pm - 6pm 
Benediction & Community 
Prayer just before 6:00pm.

ADVENT 
WEEKLY
Devotions



OUR PARISH
STEWARDSHIP

HELP THOSE IN 
NEED AT CHRISTMAS

St. John’s Human Concerns Committee is diligently 
working to make the holidays a pleasant time for 
those in need, especially for children. A “Giving 
Tree” has been placed at each door of the church. 
On the trees are suggestions for gift cards. If you 
are able, we ask that you donate one of these cards 
to help the needy. Checks are also appreciated.  
We ask that all gifts be placed in the designated 
box at the Parish Center by December 13.
We thank you in advance for your kindness and 
generosity.

“At this Christmas when Christ comes, will He 
find a warm heart?  Mark the season of Advent 

by loving and serving the others with God’s 
own love and concern.”

— Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta ( 1910-1997 A.D.)

TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW! 

DECEMBER 21, 2021 • 7PM 
A Very Broadway Christmas 

Concert starring Ciaran Sheehan.

SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER 28 
Enve lope & In  Pew Giv ing:  $7 ,263
Onl ine  Giv ing v ia  Fa i th  D i rect :  $4 ,911 

 
$5,002
$4,266

BUDGET 
$10,627
  $2 ,656

TOTAL                                   $12,174           $9 ,268             $13 ,283

Our total collection on Sunday, November 21 was: $10,355 compared to $9,635 the previous year.

Your financial support enables our parish home to continue the mission of the Church 
in these difficult times. Thank you and God bless you!

       2020

Our new personal Sunday’s Word 
Year C Missals have arrived. We 
are most grateful to our two kind 
and generous donor families who 
have sponsored this great outreach 
and apostolate of our parish family 
and desire to remain anonymous, 
for a greater glory of God in this 
charitable outreach to our commu-
nity of faith. We are most grateful to 
them and assure them of our prayers. 

May the good Lord bless and guide you and your loved 
ones through the use of this personal copy of our Sunday 
Word Missal. It contains prayers, Scripture readings for our 
Sunday Masses, but also an index of Scripture readings and 
Antiphons for daily Masses. Every family which desires a 
copy may pick it up at the main entrance to the church, or at 
any time at our Pastoral Center. 
The Missal covers the period until the end of the 2022 
Liturgical Year - Thanksgiving Day (November 24, 2022) and 
The Solemnity of Christ the King (November 20, 2022).
The dotted line on the personalized Saint John the Baptist 
first page has been designated for our names, so that every 
Missal can be returned to us in case it might be lost or left 
behind in the church. May the Almighty bless you, all your 
loved ones and our entire parish family.

To purchase tickets, scan the QR code 
above with your phone, or visit

https://concert2021.stjohnhillsdale.org


